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INTRODUCTION
Please read these Guidelines before making an application to the Jesuit Fund for Social Justice (FSJ). An application can be made for any need, and can be a new initiative or developing a work already established. The funding required may be a one-off payment or ongoing over a period, not to exceed three years. Funding requests will be referred to as “projects” in these Guidelines and in the Application Form.
WHO CAN APPLY?
The Fund for Social Justice is available to anyone who is connected with the Society of Jesus in Britain; either Jesuits themselves or those who work with the Society through schools, parishes, spirituality centres, volunteering, etc.

THE AIMS OF THE FUND
(1) The Fund is inspired by the Catholic Church's social teaching and the commitment to social justice made by the Society of Jesus. These strongly urge social action that is based on Christian faith and ethical reflection. The British Jesuits established the FSJ in 1992 to encourage its own members to be involved in the empowerment of poor and marginalised people in Britain today. This aim remains, but the direct involvement Jesuits in projects supported by the Fund is not essential.

(2) Projects supported by the Fund must be linked with the social mission of the Roman Catholic Church. This is to ensure conformity with the Trust under which the Society of Jesus holds its resources. The Church's mission today may well be exercised in an ecumenical or inter-faith venture or in collaboration with agencies which are not religious.

OUR CRITERIA
In keeping with the above aims, we will assess applications to the Fund by the following three criteria.  At least one must apply to your project:
(a) The project offers accompaniment of poor people or direct service to them.
(b) People who participate in the project will grow in their awareness of the demands of ‘a faith that does justice’.
(c) The project is in some way a response to the challenge of injustice or need.
 Having identified applications which qualify according to the criteria above, we would hope to see some or all of the following:
(d) A project in harmony with the ideals of the Society of Jesus and in relationship with an existing Jesuit  work or community.
(e) A project that helps to promote self-reliance for those involved.
(f)  A project that attempts to address the causes of injustice as well as the effects.
(g) A project that encourages the participation of users in achieving its aims.
(h) A project that promotes solidarity among all those associated with it.
HOW MUCH DO WE GIVE?
The Fund normally makes grants of up to £2,000, and often less than that. Only very occasionally do we give more. We do not therefore normally fund salaries or personnel costs.

HOW DO I APPLY?
All applications should be on the FSJ Application Form. Details for obtaining the Application Form are found on page 4 of these Guidelines. They can also be downloaded from the FSJ website at www.jesuitfsj.org where the latest version of these Guidelines can also be found.  A budget detailing what you propose to spend the FSJ grant on, is required.  See section 4 below.
The Fund Committee meets four times a year and decisions will be made as quickly as possible. Applicants will be notified in writing if their application has been successful or not. We are sorry we are unable to offer any feedback on applications.

If you wish to submit properly printed literature (flyers, annual reports, etc) please send seven copies with your application. Please note that the Committee must consider many applications and cannot normally give a great deal of attention to extensive narrative reports. Summary reports and general information are more suitable.

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM:  APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Questions on the Application Form:

1  Who is the applicant?

Please give the name, position within the project or organisation and the contact details of the applicant who is the person legally responsible for the management of any grant.  Give the name and contact details of a referee, a person of responsibility who will support your application (e.g. paid worker, parish priest, teacher, etc). If the applicant is under 18 years of age this person must also sign the Application Form.
2  Please tell us about your project:

i Describe your project and  what you do.  
Tell us clearly what you are planning to do and how a FSJ grant would help in this.  For example, it could be that you’ve been running a lunchtime social justice inquiry club at school for six months which is regularly attended by 10 pupils with staff support. You’ve decided as a group that you want to find out more for yourselves about refugee work.  So you’ve decided to organise a trip to a local refugee project so that you can get to meet people and find out first hand heat it’s like to be in such circumstances.  You plan to ask a refugee to come back to school and talk to a group or class.  Finally, you plan to tell the school at an assembly about your experiences as a group and what you plan to do as a result.

ii What do you hope to achieve by the project?

Tell us what you hope the project will bring about. This could be at different levels e.g. a trip to the seaside would be “an enjoyable experience for all” but at another level it is “a way of people getting to know each other so that the group can come together more to help young people at the Youth Club”.
iii Who will benefit from it?

We are not expecting personal details here but, for example, it could benefit 30 children under 11; 6 refugee families, or 12 people who don’t yet speak English.
iv How will you achieve this?

Briefly explain what you need the money for and how the grant will be spent.  It could be that you plan to get together a support mission to send aid to a partner project overseas; or you may wish to revive an afternoon club for isolated parishioners in your area using your parish centre on a Tuesday afternoon for six weeks. Give us a sense of what you want to do and be as specific as you can.

v How will you know you have succeeded?

If you are applying for funds for something like a minibus, it’s pretty obvious! But if you are trying to bring people together to run a group through a residential training weekend, how are you going to find out if it has been successful? It may be by asking members to evaluate the course at the end, whether they see a need to continue to work together.
vi If your project is successful, do you hope to build upon this work in the future? 

For example, if you are applying for funds to buy a van to collect furniture for local people in need, you might want to draw in more volunteers or work with other groups to offer more furniture to local people or to people in a wider area.

3  Tell us clearly and simply how your project meets the criteria of the Fund for Social Justice:


(a) The project offers accompaniment of poor people or direct service to them.
Perhaps your project will be in a very disadvantaged area or the people involved are in need of your support (e.g. asylum seekers).  Please tell us how you know your project is needed.

(b) People who participate in the project will grow in their awareness of the demands of ‘a faith that does justice’.
It may well be that part of your aims is for those involved in the project to grow in their awareness and understanding of social injustice and its causes. The project participants will reflect upon this in the light of their faith which helps them to deepen their spiritual life through action.

(c) The project is in some way a response to the challenge of injustice or need..
Explain what is new about the project if you think it is new. Explain how it addresses an injustice you have identified, or a need you are aware of.
(d) A project in harmony with the ideals of the Society of Jesus and in relationship with an existing Jesuit work or community.

This could mean a Jesuit is involved with the project; the main applicant may be someone from a Jesuit schools or parish, or someone from one of the Jesuit volunteering programmes (JVC, JRS, London Jesuit Volunteers).  It is important to us to enable those with whom the Society has contact to develop its social justice ministry.
(e) A project that helps to promote self-reliance for those involved.
Remember the saying: “Give someone a fish and they are feed for a day.  Teach someone to fish and they are fed for life!” Please tell us how your project will enable people to look after themselves better through contact with the project.

(f) A project that attempts to address the causes of injustice as well as the effects.
Will your project do this?  If so, how?

(g) A project that encourages the participation of users in achieving its aims.
If your project will try to get people who are benefiting from it to also be involved in running it or keep it going in some way, we would like to know about it.

(h) A project that promotes solidarity among all those associated with it.
If your project is going to spread awareness of social injustice and get all involved in the project to “stand side by side” in support of one another, please tell us how you plan to do this.

4  How much will your project cost and how much are you asking for from the Fund?  

You should break down the full cost and indicate what you plan to spend the grant on, showing what items will cost (e.g. transport: coach hire - £300; stationery - £20; tickets, accommodation, books, etc).  Please tell us about any other money you have raised towards this and other grants you’ve applied for and/or received.  

Please note if you apply for and are awarded a grant for more than a single year, you must provide an annual report of the project’s activities in the first year with an up-to-date financial report before a second payment can be made.
All successful applicants are asked to write a short report once the project has been completed. Please include photographs if possible. The Committee reserves the right to use reports and photographs on the FSJ website and on printed material.
5  Signatures
The person who is responsible for the grant and who is making the application must sign the application. If under 18 a second signature is required, that of the referee on page 1 of the Application Form.
CONTACT DETAILS
Application Forms and further copies of these Guidelines for Applicants are available from:

The Secretary

Jesuit Fund for Social Justice

114 Mount Street

LONDON

W1K 3AH

secretary@jesuitfsj.org
They can be downloaded from the FSJ website: www.jesuitfsj.org
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